
SCARS TACTIC are a band formerly known as A3 0,75. 
They released a four eong CD that had a new school 
eXe sound f a few years back, on their own. In the 
last couple of months, they released a demo enti- 
tled "Sowhatifi'mafuckingdemo". It is fast, raw 
thrash incorporating elements of mosh and power 
violence. They sound like CITIZSIT'S ARRSST meets 
CROSSED OUT while listening to CHART OF STRSlTGTH. 
The band features Jesse on vocals, James on 
drums, Rob on bass, and Jonah on guitar, Jonah 
plays in CARSSR SUICIDS, FUCK3D UP, and 30RW OF 
EDUCATION and Jesse is also in 30RSD OF EDUCA- 
TION. They are very active in the current 
8cene,They played on Equalizing Distort on Sunday 
November 4th and here is some of what we talked 
about. * 

How did AS OIIS form ? What made you all start a 
"band with each other ? 

Jonah: Tell, Robert and Jesse are brothers, and 
James has known them both for more or less their 
entire lives. Jesse's uncle is James' godfather 
and they've always been close, so forming a band 
seemed natural when they all became interested in 
the same kind of music. The band that they orig- 
inally formed wa6 called BSE. During the year of 
either 1997 or 1993. I Joined the band and it went 
from there. We changed the name (twice), changed 
the sound (twice) and here we are. 
Describe your sound to folks* Jonah and I have 
had disagreements back and forth about the sound 
of your hand. I think the fast parts are remi- 
neeoent of CHARLES BR0N30N and the breakdowns 
sound similar to that of SHARK ATTACK. Simon has 
stripped this down to "play fast, raw thrash that 
adds elements of mosh and power violence to a 
solid foundation of early '80*s hardcore". What 
do you think you sound liks ? 

James: I think its hard to totally describe what 
we sound like Just because we have so many dif- 
ferent influences, we have fast thrashy parts 
then we will go to a breakdown. 

Jonah: It's not so much that I disagree entirely 
with your comparisons, but I Just think our sound 
doesn't sound quite enough like either CHARLES 
3R0NS0N or SHARK ATTACK to earn those compar- 
isons. CHARMS 3R0NS0N are known for their ultra- 
fast blast beats and snotty vocals -and although 
we have "blast parts", Jesse's vocals sound 
rather far from Mark McCoy's, and the fast parts 
are a little toned down in comparison. As for 
SHARK ATTACK, some of the breakdowns we've writ- 
ten sound very much akin to that style. However, 
SHARK ATTACK have a sound that's particularly 
traditional. I think I'd read somewhere the idea 
behind the seven inch or the demo was to sound 
exactly like the ANTIDOTE record. And it does 
sound really similar to early New York hardcore 
bands like CAUSE FOR ALARM, ANTIDOTE, or THE 
A3USSD. Our sound is much more 'modern' - to use 
that word in the most positive way when referring 
to hardcore. I'd say our sound is fast, chunky 
hardcore with its song writing based in early 
North American Hardcore, mixed with breakdowns. 
Who are your Influences ? Who do you listen to 
that most sounds like your sound ? 
James: My influences started out with listening 
to pop punk when I was younger but over the years 
I started listening to more and more hardcore. 
The first thing that really got me into Toronto 
hardcore was when I fir6t heard the SWARM, and 
LEFT FOR DEAD. It was Just so angry. Those have 
been my biggest influences for hardcore in gen- 
eral, right now I'm listening to AMERICAN NIGHT- 
MARE, CHARLES 3R0N30N, NINE SHOCKS TERROR, and 
HAYMAKER Just to name a few. 

Jonah: Well as far as I go, my influences mostly 
lie in North American Punk Rock and Hardcore from 
1977-1935. Lately I've been listening to THE 
DESCENDSNTS, JFA, ADRENALIN OD, CHANNEL 3, THE 
NIHILISTIC3, THE FIX, THE ANGRY SAMOANS, TOM, 
NEON CHRIST, THE OFFENDERS, DEEP WOUND, THE 7ILE- 



TONSS* THS M0DSL3 and the D5AD BOYS* As for the metal sound, I guess we try and emu- 
late the sound of LSFT FOR D3AD, or the SWARM. Those bands were great, and we all real- 
ly like them. As well, they seemed to be our first real exposure to 'real' hardcore. 
We'd all exhausted the victory records catalogue, and when we heard these bands it 
changed our perception of things - as in 'there 1 © so much more out there I' And there 
is, and now I've heard it-I've heard it all, and I want even more J II 
Jesse: I'm really liking a lot of the stuff that's coming out of Boston right now. 
Bands like A1E5RICA2T HTOHTMAK3, PAiriC (who we played with two weeks ago), and bands of 
that ilk. I'm a sucker for old school sXe hardcore, but I think a lot of bands are 
limited by trying to imitate that sound (and to a large extent A3 OJIS was limited by 
that as well). I'm really excited that bands are coming up nowadays that keep the 
integrity of old school hardcore, but mix it up a little. It keeps things interest- 
ing. As for our sound, I think we hare such an eclectic blend of everything from power 
violence to mosh that there isn't a band that specifically sounds like us. But our 
influences are vast. 

Jesse, I wanted to ask you about bow you get your vocals to sound so raspy and dis- 
tant. It sounds like you are singing through a megahorn but with some demented dis- 
tortion. Do you have any effects on your mio or is that the way your voice sounds ? 
Jesses That's Just the way my voice comes out. Without getting too technical about 
things, I sort of choke the scream as it's coming out to create the almost whispery 
effect 

Do you hare anyone in particular that you are influenced by from a vocal perspective 
? 

Jesse: I would say that Lou Koller of SOIA has been a big influence on my vocal stylings 
(particularly later albums). But certainly band6 like CR0S35D OUT and the H-100 s have 
also been pretty big influences. 

On the CD you did this oover of "United Worldwide" and I assume that the name, AS OHS* 
was taken from the WARZOMB song by the same name* Ie WARZ0N3 still a big influenoe In 
the band ? 
James: No 

Jesse: The WARZ0N5 thing died rather quickly, at least the influence on the sound of 
the band. I think we were so influenced by TARZ0N5 because they were one of the first 
HC bands we really got into (and I still listen to at least three WARZONS records on 
a relatively consistent basis). But as our influences grew, our sound evolved and we 
realised that there were a whole lot of band6 out there that blow WARZ0N5 out of the 
water. 

With the CD, I notioed there was more of an emphasis on breakdowns* With the demo the 
songs seem more to the point* so there is some brevity to them and there is more hard* 
oore youth orew parts as opposed to the orunchy chugs parts* Do you notice a sound 
change ? If so how do you aooount for it ? 

James: I definitely noticed a sound change, when we recorded the A3 Oirs CD. I was real- 
ly into STRIPS, and 25 TA LIPS, it was all about breakdowns. 

Jonah: Basically we just matured musically* Then the songs for the CD were written, 
our knowledge of Punk Rock and Hardcore was pretty limited. I started getting into old 
hardcore and particularly influential bands of the last decade and started writing all 
the songs, and the rest of the band followed suit and our sound changed. I guess you 
can still kind of hear our old ways creeping back every now and then. To quote the 
DICTATORS "we just wanted to play faster and louder." 

Jesse: Again, it comes down to a variety of influences. When we wrote the CD we were 
listening to a lot of NYHC, and not just older stuff, but a lot of VICTORY RECORDS 
shit (and I use the word shit strongly). So when you have such a narrow range of influ- 
ences, chances are your sound isn't going to be that great. 

Can you tell us about the recording of your latest demo ? Where and how did you reoord 
it ? 

James: It was recorded in Jesse and Rob's basement by their uncle. He has a reel-to- 
reel 3 track recorder and he spent a lot of time trying to get the sound we wanted. 
It was done in the winter of 2000-2001. 

Jonah: Jesse's uncle ha6 been playing in bands for quite some time (25 yearsl) and 
knows a ton about sound* He'd made a makeshift recording studio in Jesse's basement 
that he used to record, small projects on with his band THS WHITS H0U3S, and he'd actu- 
ally never done anything like our band before. 

Jesse: By the grace of Lucifer (and our uncle's enthusiasm and perfectionism) the 
recording came out really well. 

Up until a couple of weeks ago* you were AS 0X5* ffow you are called SCARS TACTIC* Why 
the name change ? 

James: We were no longer such enthusiastic WARZONS fans. The name didn't really rep- 
resent our music. 

Jonah: The demo we released is being pressed to vinyl. After it's release, we'd heard 
from Simon Harvey, that there might be label interest as to pressing the demo. Knowing 
Simon and his prankster ways, we pawned it off as Simon pulling our legs. But as it 
turns out, Dave Partridge (aka Dave Last) offered to put out our demo on a seven inch 
as the first release on his new label, "The Solomon Method Records." Needless to say 
we Jumped on the opportunity. We had thought about changing the name for some time 
before as well, and we figured once a record was out there's no turning back, so we 
might as well change it now. 

Is there any significance behind the name SCARS TACTIC ? 
James: Jonah has a whole story about how we got the name. 

Jonah: I got the name from an AOD song, but it's not that that song has any particu- 
lar significance (other than the fact that it was written by the almighty ADR3NALIIT 
075RDRI75-who have a song for almost every occasion). I think it's a good name, and 
is fitting for our sound. 






On the demo you did a cover of 
•Jimmy Swaggart stuck his pee pee 
in my poo poo" "by Sons of Isbmael. 
Tonight you were going to attempt a 
cover of "Small Town Mentality*, 
what la it about Sons of Iehmael 
that appeals to you to be an unof- 
ficial tribute band ? 
James! They were an awesome band 
that wa6 from our area, and we were 
recording songs for a compilation 
called "Toronto not Ballet". 
Jonah: The first time I ever heard 
the 50JIS OF I5HMASL was on 
Equalizing Distort. I was visiting 
the show * probably about two year6 
ago and in the midst of helping you 
file CD* 6, a fast snotty song the 
likes of which I hadn't heard much 
of came over the speakers* It imme- 
diately caught my interest, and I 
asked about the phantom song* to 
which you replied - "it's the SOUS 
OF ISHMASL, from Meaford, Ontario. 
Thie 6ong is called the "Halloween 
Party" and you went on to explain 
the story behind the song. I Just 
thought it was a really great song, 
and the fact that they were from so 
close to Toronto really intrigued 
me, as well. Soon after I found 
their record at Pull Blast and 
loved it (it wasn't even their best 
record) • When we went in to record 
it was originally for a Toronto 
hardcore compilation called 'This 
is Toronto, not ballet* and I 
thought it would be cool to cover 
a band from in and around Toronto. 
So we did_even though we tried 
learning 'Man and hie Penis 
Scepter* we couldn't quite hack it 
on the spot, so "Jimmy Swaggart" it 
was. We had planned to cover •Small 
Town Mentality' but the lyrics went 
AWOL at the crucial moment (when we 
were going to play it). 
Jesse: I think it*s safe to say 
that we sound very little like 301, 
but that's what's so fun about cov- 
ering their tunes, We always like 
it when bands throw a curve ball. 
For instance we've covered 
'Children in Heat' live, and 
there's been some talk of a JJSW 
BOMB TURKS cover. 

Can you tell us about your songs. 
What do you sing about ? 
Jesse: Te have a wide variety of 
topics. Some of them are more 
direct, like "Our "/bice Pro- 
Choice", while others are more 
introspective. I Just write about 
what '8 on my mind, and I think 
that '6 important because if you 
don't feel what you're singing it's 
tough to be sincere. 
That is your favourite song from a 
lyrical standpoint and why ? 
James: Just recently I like the 
song "Sick of Fun" that Johah 
sings. I don't know all the words 
to all the songs except for the one 
that I sing, but I really like a 
few lines in "Sick of Fun". 
Jonah: For me it's either "Step 
Right Up" or "Sick of Fun", The 
reason I like those is probably 
because I wrote the lyircs, but I 
they are personal stuff so that's 
why it's so easy to relate. "Step 



Right Up* is basically about me 
evaluating my peers when I was like 
16. I went to this keg party and 
got drunk and watched all my 
friends do the same thing. I felt 
particularly shitty in the morning 
(without the hangover) and I Just 
thought of how weird it was that 
all these kids rush to something so 
fake to change themselves from what 
they are, needless to say I didn't 
follow my own advice at all, but 
it's like the song says 'this is 
the beginning of the end_* Maybe 
one day. "Sick of Fun" is pretty 
self explanatory. I Just started 
University, and the 'mad partie's,' 
and blah blah bullshit gets on my 
nerves sometimes. It seems like I 
can't quite feel normal doing what 
they do, and it makes me wanna 
scream until my throat bleeds-., so 
now I do • 

Jesse; I really like 'The City 
Smells Like Garbage', which is a 
newer song. Without being all emo 
about things, that song really 
means a lot to me on a personal 
level, and it's really cathartic to 
sing those words. 

That are the bands plans for 
recording, playing out, touring ? 
James: We're always up for playing 
shows. We plan to record pretty 
much as soon as possible, and for 
touring it depends if my parents 
will let us borrow their truck to 
carry equipment. 

Jonah: Put out records that some- 
one might want some day, play out 
a lot, and get people to know about 
our band. 

Jesse: We'll probably be recording 
again soon. We're going to be on a 
comp that Craig Caron is putting 
out, so we'll be recording for 
that. As for playing out/ touring 
there is some talk of doing a Joint 
tour with BxOXSx and SCARS TACTIC 
this summer. Other than that, we'll 
play anywhere, essentially. 
What else do you hope to do as a 
band ? 

James: Play as many shows as pos- 
sible and maybe sell a couple 
records in the process. 
Jesse: We Just want to get our 
record out to as many people as 
possible. I'd love to tour and meet 
new bands and scene kids. I'm real- 
ly excited about the possibility of 
being in a serious band. 
How oan people get in touch with 
you ? 

James: upyourasswithallyourgos- 
s ip<3ho tma i 1 . c om 

Jonah: They can take their gossip 
and put it up their ass-but only at 
hotmail.com. As well, it's likely 
that we'll be getting a P.O. Box, 
so look out for that-. 
Are there any last comments ? 
James: Thanks for the support. 
Jonah: Thank you Stephe Perry - 
Faith Healer/Drug Dealer/Girl 
Stealer, and keep an eye out for 
the SCARS TACTIC s/t seven inch on 
Solomon Method Records! 
Jesse: Jonah is ugly. Stephe is the 
shitl Thanks for everything. 



